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Dr. Sheetanshu Ku
Assistant Professo
Department of Hind

Assam University

Dr. Ramvilas Sharma has analysed the ongoing Hindi-Urdu debate in an in-depth manner.
Two of his books, which are of great significance in this context are- Bhasha Aur Samaj and
Bhartendu Yug Aur Hindi Bhasha ki Vikas Parampara. These books help to unveil the extent of
frivolity and superficiality which largely dominate the debate. The gist of these books is that Persian
heavy Urdu was not a product of the arrival of Mughals in India or their assimilation with the Hindus
here. The main difference between the British colonizers and the earlier rulers in India is that the latter
became a part of the nationality here. This is the reason why in the earlier times, there is no perceptible
difference between Hindi and Urdu. One would come across several Muslim poets who have written
extensively in various Indian languages and have also written poetry in the various Janpadiya dialects
of Hindi Belt!. Even until the eighteenth century one can see that poets in Delhi referred to their
language as Hindi. The existence of Dakani dialect is proof of the fact that a composite form of Hind-

Urdu was prevalent and differences between the two started unfolding only in the eighteenth century.

T The social, political and economic interaction between different Janapadas of what we call Hindi Belt today, helped in the
evolution of Hindi as a common identity for this whole area. And this Hindi bore cultural/linguistic influences from each of them.
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Although Persian remained dominant over six hundred years, the overarching influence of Persian in
Urdu or what can be called as Persianisation of Urdu began only after the adoption of the principle of
Matrugat. This essentially means that the language which we call Hindi bears several Janpadiya
influences. However the spread of Urdu took to a different direction when the language developed
amidst the narrow confines of feudalism which chose to dissociate itself from its Janapadiya
influences and take on the influence of Persian instead. A direct result of this was seen in the efforts
made by poets to use words, expressions and styles that were alienated from India’s culture, tradition
of Hindi and the Janapadiya dialects of Hindi belt, and were influenced more by Persian. We see the
same process taking place a few decades later with the increasing influence of Sanskrit in Hindi,
although this occurred to a relatively lesser extent than in Urdu. Thus a distinction between Hindi and
Urdu had already come into existence by the time the British arrived on India’s political scene. The
British exploited the available opportunity and shrewdly gave this distinction a communal colour- a

colour that taints India till date.

Dr. Ramvilas Sharma leaves no scope for dissent to his argument arrived through a systematic scheme
of logic. However, one would find it difficult to agree with his assertion about the linguistic landscape
in the first two decades of the nineteenth century and the role of the British colonial rulers’ language
policy during this period. In this article, I will be examining critically the finer points of a couple of
his arguments about the nature of colonial rule and its relation with oriental knowledge in the
beginning of the nineteenth century. There is, of course, no doubt to the fact that in the divide and rule
policy of the colonial rulers and in their continuous attempts to widen the Hindu-Muslim divide in
the nineteenth century, language policy too was an essential part of this colonial strategy. However,
Dr. Ramvilas Sharma, by attempting to locate the seeds of this colonial policy and mindset in Gilchrist
at the time of establishment of Fort William College in 1800, not only becomes logically inconsistent
but also misleadingly arrives at certain illogical conclusions. A number of thinkers and critics later on

too ended up focusing rather uncritically on the ‘role of colonialism’.

11



In reality, the nature of colonial rule during the transition from the eighteenth to the nineteenth century
was markedly different from that during the mid-nineteenth century and it would be flawed to look at
the entire period as a seamless one. An understanding of this period would be incomplete without
keeping in mind the influences that were a product of mercantile capitalism or were related with
feudalism. Dr. Ramvilas Sharma too placed a keen focus upon the dialectics between forces and
relations of production while addressing economic and social issues of the time. However, when it
came to the question of language in 1800, he fails to employ the same logical method as while writing

in other areas.

In my understanding, he was extremely eager to unravel the role of colonial policy in dividing the
Hindi nationality and it was this overwhelming eagerness which prompted him to locate the colonial
rulers’ policy on language in 1800 itself. Undoubtedly, colonial rule dealt a severe blow to the Indian
civilization and culture by rendering flawed and one-sided interpretations of Indian texts and dubbing
the Indian civilization as backward. I also believe that Dr. Ramvilas Sharma’s critical insights have
performed the invaluable task of rescuing Indian history from these gross misinterpretations and
restoring it to its rightful place. However, in the course of his critical analysis, he inadvertently ends
up painting Fort William College, Gilchrist, William Price and Tarini Charan Mitra with the same
brush. While some of Dr. Ramvilas Sharma’s explanations are quite appropriate, there are still others
which miss the mark. | will be examining a couple of his explanations here in order to illustrate my

argument.

In his fervor to prove Fort William College as an obstacle in the creation of a Hindi nationality in
India, Dr. Ramvilas Sharma fails to see that it was the colonial rulers who were relentlessly pushing
Fort William College towards a miserable financial plight. If as he asserts, the strategy of dividing the
Indian nationality on the basis of language was already a predominant part of British colonial policy
by 1800, and Fort William College was the machinery employed to fortify the Hindi-Urdu divide,
then logically, the British should have spared no effort in expanding this machinery. Rather contrarily,

12



however, the British East India Company’s Court of Directors did everything possible to bring Fort
William College to a state of utter financial ruin.? Contrary to the aims of Wellesley who put in all
his stakes in saving Fort William, the Company was content with a small seminary and had no plans
for a grand establishment either in 1800 or in the forthcoming two decades. Dr. Ramvilas Sharma also
ignores the fact that Gilchrist, who he places at the centre of the Company’s divide and rule strategy,
had already put forward his opinions on language related matters before assuming a teaching position
in Fort William College. Therefore Gilchrist’s opinions and theses on language were his own and not
that of any institution. After all, this was the very Gilchrist who was perceived as Wellesley’s
sycophant and viewed with distrust by the Company’s Court of Directors. It was due to this distrust
that Gilchrist also found it difficult to get a teaching job in London’s Haleybury College. Dr. Ramvilas
Sharma should have paid keener attention to the fact that if as per his assertion Fort William College
had been developed as an integral part of the British Empire’s larger imperial strategy of creating a
Hindi-Urdu divide, then why was it that Persian occupied prime importance in Fort William and
served as official language until 18377 Persian too should have been relegated to the margins much

earlier.

However, rather than addressing these questions, in his book titled, ‘Bhartendu Yug aur Hindi Bhasha
ki Vikas Parampara’, Dr. Ramvilas Sharma chooses instead to highlight and criticize the supposedly
negative role played by Fort William College in dividing the Indian nationality. It seems to have been
easy for him to have employed a rather simplistic notion of colonial policy to aid his argument as the
tell-tale signs of divide and rule emerge more clearly after a few years anyway. He writes, “The
miracle of creating two separate streams of Hindi-Urdu under British colonial policy was carried out

with the able support of Lallooji Hindu and Mazhar Ali Mussalman, who employed different

2 Sheetanshu kumar, Fort William College Aur Hindi Bhasha, M.Phil Dissertation, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi,
2009, See Chapter 2 for details.
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pretexts.”

Fort William College did play an active role in further cementing the Hindi-Urdu divide by
formalizing Hindi in a Classical form, stripping it of its ease and flexibility and making the language
rigid. However, one needs to make a distinction on whether the motivation for doing so was a product
of colonial policy or the logical inconsistencies and weaknesses of the scholars who were writing on
the issue. Wasn’t the time period under current discussion one greatly influenced by faith and identity?
Wasn’t this a time marked by a consciousness and declarations of religious and racial superiority? If
so, then shouldn’t we first focus on these influences rather than on those factors whose influence on
language emerge only a few years later? If Dr. Ramvilas Sharma holds the opinion that there was
already an existing Hindi-Urdu divide, then is it not possible that the factors that predominantly
influenced the British minds during the establishment of Fort William College may have been those
other than that stemming directly from imperial concerns? It would be rather reckless and hence
unwise to undermine the dominant influences which were a product of British Orientalism and were
prevalent in a period of transition; and choose instead to focus on factors that influenced the
development of language policy only after 1820. In fact, ironically, the Orientalist-Anglicist
controversy deliberated upon by Dr. Ramvilas Sharma in his book too was absent in 1800 and hence
use of this controversy as evidence of a divide and rule colonial language policy seems entirely

misplaced.

It has become rather commonplace to see the Hindi-Urdu debate in two distinct ways — either that the
two are separate languages, or that the British created a divide between the two. Similarly, in the
context of Fort William College, it is easily and commonly assumed that since the college was
controlled by the East India Company, the latter’s policy of ‘divide and rule’ was held up and

propagated by the College as well, creating the resultant divide in Hindi-Urdu. However, this

3 Ramvilas Sharma, Bhartendu Yug aur Hindi Bhasha ki Vikas Parampara, Rajkamal Prakashan, New Delhi, 1975, p. 294
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assumption is extremely misleading and spurious. In fact, it is in Gilchrist’s thesis on language policy
that we find pointers that reveal the reasons for a comprehensive acceptance for the Hindi-Urdu divide.

It is important to discuss these pointers, which are missing in Dr. Ramvilas Sharma’s discussion.

Gilchrist, first and foremost, aimed to create a standardized language for Indians based on certain
civilizational norms. As was the prevalent norm and thinking in Britain the Queen’s English was
considered to be the epitome of the English language. Gilchrist was afflicted with this mindset when
he went about standardizing Khari Boli for India. The result was a language that was heavily laced
with Persian and bore barely any traces from the Janapadiya Dialects. He rechristened this language
as Hindustani. All other dialects of the Hindi Belt which did not meet the standardized Hindustani
were put into the bracket of Hindvi. Thus, Gilchrist gave Hindustani an identity, name and recognition
and also believed that in the future with growing religious difference and discord, Hindus would

favour Hindi while Muslims would prefer Hindustani (Persianised). *

Gilchrist’s point of departure was his belief in the racial difference and superiority of the British, a
belief in Christianity cloaked in the irrational religious environment of that time along with the
Orientalist viewpoint regarding Sanskrit and Persian. The orientalists had forged a complex relation
between religion and knowledge. How can we bypass the impact of this complex relation created by
the orientalists in assessing the Hindi-Urdu divide and instead attribute all of it to the colonial policy
of divide and rule which emerged much later? Long before the colonial policy of divide and rule, the
British Orientalists’ understanding was that of relation between Sanskrit and the Hindu tradition and
similarly between Islam and the Farsi-Arabic tradition. How can we assume that this would have had
no impact on the languages of the Hindi Belt. If Gilchrist was influenced more by religion in creating

the distinction between Hindi and Hindustani, it was clearly a consequence of the Orientalist tradition

4 See, Sadikur Raham kidwai, Gilchrist and the language of Hindustan, Rachna Publishers, New Delhi, pg.90
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and understanding of knowledge and language rather than colonial policy of divide and rule.

Additionally, the British were also drawn closer to the Persianised Hindustani as this was the language
that prevailed in the courts and administration of the time. After all Dr.Ramvilas Sharma too has
established that Urdu acquired a heavy Persian influence in the rigid feudal elite circles. Gilchrist too
was attracted to the Persianised Hindustani as this was the language that was administratively useful
and very popular amongst the elite and hence was seen as respectable. The notion of superiority which
dominated Gilchrist’s thought process led him to increase Persianisation in his attempt to groom the
officers of the Company and give them a mark of distinction over the ordinary Indians.> He carried
this feeling of superiority to the extent of an excessive focus on diction and use of Persian and Roman
script.’ Gilchrist’s training too had a role to play in his rejection of the Hindustani as spoken by the
common folk and a preoccupation instead with a Persian-Arabic dominant vocabulary. His view was
also an outcome of the poetic works he read, which were written by famous Urdu poets rather than
poetry written in the Janpadiya dialects.” This also proved the economic importance of Hindustani.
It can also be conjectured that Gilchrist was drawn towards a Persianised Hindustani with a keen
focus on a polished diction, not only because of the respectability that it brought, but also because it

was a good source of income.®

There may be many factors that give rise to a sense and assertion of superiority and distinction. Our
current times perhaps provide ample evidence of this. Gilchrist was not alone in his sense of
superiority, rather, majority of British believed in its superiority over other nations and races, and this
was a product of economic, social, geographical and religious factors. The Hindi-Urdu divide that is
seen in the beginning of the nineteenth century was mostly the result of all of these factors and it

should not be seen as a product of colonial diplomacy of divide and rule. A conscious use of the divide

5 John Borthwick Gilchrist, The Hindee-Roman Orthoepigraphical Ultimatum, Kingsbury Parbury And Allen, London, 1820,
pg. xi

5 Ibid, pg. xxi

7 Sadikur Rahman Kidwai, ibid, pg. 68

8 David Kopf, British Orientalism and Bengal Renaissance, Firma K.L.Mukhopadhyay, Calcutta, 1969, pg.31
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and rule policy was extended in the area of language as well but only a couple of decades later. Our
aim here in raising these questions with respect to the Hindi-Urdu debate in the colonial period is to

address the several nuances that are often bypassed by looking at the issue solely from a solitary angle.
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JEEL:
3. 21 =X: §0|A(Hemis) ZH|
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CHE 23R X[9go| 452 W& $ ULCL O] XY BAEE2 TS=O|Lt ot= 2S4S H|=X3
o, =2 =9 Stk(Thukpa), =HH| H=E(Thenthuk), 2% T2 (Tigmo), Zt+ ZZ(Momo), El
BlAl 8 ZtH|2(Khambir) 0| HHE HS S45HAH B0 ELt

Z=H 11, 22 12, ZHE2

<12l 4-10. 3oj&

13. Stl>
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4. XtO|Ltw Z=H|: O|SHH|2 XIQFI|(Mahavir Jayanti)
OrSHH| 2t (Mahavira)= 1232 0l Z0| SiES MF st XtQlJain) 22 XtO|Ltme| FA[X}O|CE
%

OrSHH| 2 XHQFI = OFSHH|Ee| ERYS Hotots 7[GQOIAL, 24 bdar HE0 EXe| MES
3

of chst S EM7I= 422, ojd 3Z0|Lt 40| ZBlch AO|Ltn =52 H[ZEZHO| OfglAt
(Ahimsa)E HIZ S, =228, 88, Faf 0d 52 dAe nxFol2 FHSICL Mt XjofLt
nES2 BXMo MAFoAXSE ol MM 43| Ntz ASSS XIFOF ook AEt
= ZY |42 o440 gots dfl0|22 FX|o|Lt AL, 7, O Z2 2 MaskE Y
Al =, 22 222 43S XX G7| IOl Cf. W7 BO| SOA= 2ok HLSE A

Q3 szttt Fa7t & MR SO0|U HSHA Hie K/E OHUCL *RE 2

oi]
HT
r
o o

sted, A zo By
of MES 93t YAl0|DE, OIS M YS BY| Cft Eom xS T HHE 2
R|SHCh OfsiH|2 REQHIOlE O|2{3 A @ A7 HMEMO SASS BSO e, O M
HMED 72 SASE EH|3ICH HI 282 UHE F|2(Kheen), CHYTH T2 THE Oz Al #

<72l 5- 14, OFSHH|2 R}FQHI| 15 22} 16. CHSIHICE 17. W HX|>

5. Al ZH|: HALZ|(Baisakhi)

HIAL7|(Baisakhi)= O 40| E2|= AALE=S2| HA|OH, 21F0HQl ZAk(Khalsa) dA2 7|2

= ZHO|XL Bhafio] Al&H2 2l= Mo FHEo|ct F&20|H 0r$%+X1IE(Aurangzeb)E NE]
I:I A

WNEES O|EHCZ JBot=E Hest =0, 1699 12 TEIE H(Guru Gobind Singh)t Al
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AWES2 ZME FASHY 52| SSHof tiet adlat AP0l Ciet BME XIZ = JA/UC
HAFZ|Ol= AlZnYS =Qst= QAo Z MHE geh, gelthAamriEts 282 ZE0 &
2 otoh ED HAE2 A2 TE 2d 2 PEMNKurta)et & H7|Q A (Shastan)E &
Stal, 7|2 (Kirtan)2 XHEISID, et & AFeb oA A S YQICh HAZ|0s AlRRES
Of el e = 55 HE(Punjab) Ao 452 St& == Uk HotZ|Z22 THE A
2 Z2|(Chole)?t Z0| He= Q=4 F|Z WOl HHFEZKBhature), 2UAHON| == EHFE[ X[Z
(Tandoori Chicken), HE #Hz2|, S 222 TtE ZI(Rot), ZZ R 2+ (Coconut Ladoo) &
o SAS0[Ct

2 HAPZIO= Q7] B2 =X

- “' » (o -
SN VR A4 -

2 iy
<38 6-18 =H HAtZ| 19. £ HE2E 20. IR 2t5F 21, EHF2[ X7>

6. FZEAMH|: A2t (Sankranti), ZZ(Pongal), 25 (Onam)

ol CHFO| gt THF W27, HOi7|, T 2 SAte 2HE =Xt dALS0| 2 H
O|Ct. I BJUME =AM X|YOiCt CHE O|§LZ2 EZ|f<=0l, 55 X199l Atngtm
(Sankranti), Y& 22t X|9o| Q& (Onam), & EtY X|o| ZZ(Pongal) S0| CHEHO|LCE
(Singh, 2017, p. 11). A N2tIQL EZ2 3IFHOZ 180, 22 Yaty=io| mat s 2|0,

= =
SAtet 7|2 2Eots B (Surya)dH S50t dAE 21 FRE 7| ey FAA O
Z

—

=R
20|13, FA

)
=2 E=(Tilgu)2 (Sharma,

OOz Qo= MAMs T2 ZAQ 7|8 HASO0| EEICH HH o SHO|Lt o0|F0| CHYst
02 O =H|OCH SHEE SASE ZYZHMo| 2 X SASS HdHEE S0 %0
gt= EHOi7t IR EL AENAM= o Furt EYUE 72t 'HeE & Y7 B Hi(You are what
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1=
>
=

=
2, x=2|, g0 et o] HESS T=otd QUCH (Sen, 2015, p. 8). O] HIES2 254 2k
1S9 HAl M7IE H7[= I8N D02 HE&D U0, S4a 40| RS Sof dgat o
ds A7I=F ot =¢32 X7t D59 oM 54 HWED ALk J2|2 O Lige| AF
4ol & 81t MBS Lot =H SA422 ULk FHEo= 1 el Zal 9§52 7|

<d2l 7-22. =8 QY 23 ZZ 24. @2 25. EEl>

¥a g
Bansal, S. P. (2005). £ncyclopaedia of India. New Delhi: Smriti Books.

Sen, C. T. (2015). Feasts and Fasts: A History of Food in India. London: Reaktion Books.
Sharma, U. (2008). Festivals in Indian Society. New Delhi: Mittal Publication.

Singh, V. (2017). Vivek Singh's Indian Festival Feasts. London: Absolute Press.
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AT EH

—_

. 2l= JPE A https://fulloftravel.com/photo-galleries/indian-food/

. TX|OF: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IOumRoNaoTw

. HEOL: https://fooddyourmood.wordpress.com/2014/03/11/happy-holi-with-malpua/
. O|E}O[: https://www.pinterest.co.kr/pin/380624605977469455/

=X http://food.ndtv.com/recipe-gulab-jamun-100479

. &H O|E: http://aveenircom/article/soc.impect%200f%20eid.php

N o oA W

. HE A2 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UFrRieyzZXWU
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8. MIH|2F: https://kfoods.com/urdu_recipes/seviyan_ki_kheer_rid6182

9. X|Z! H[2|0FL: https://www.hungryforever.com/bakra-eid-delhi-food/

10. 3l0]2 ZHA: http://www.thenorthlines.com/ladakh-celebrates-hemis-festival-2016/

11. 25 http://www.crazymasalafood.com/top-20-festival-foods-in-india/

12. ZH[E: https://www.makemytrip.com/travel-guide/leh/khambir-dishes.html

13. St https://blog.coxandkings.com/cox-kings-customer-review-super-saver-ladakh/

14. OFSHH| 2 XFRFI: http://www.kemmannu.com/index.php?action=topstory&type=4119

15. =2k https;//www.archanaskitchen.com/gujarati-khatta-dhokla

16. CtS| HECE: https://www.archanaskitchen.com/non-fried-dahi-vadas-lentil-dumplings-in-a-sweet-and-spicy-
yogurt

17. Wt HEX]: http://www.vegetariansdelight.com/pav-bhaji-recipe/

18. X HEMIZI: http://www.kentecc.org.uk/vaisakhi-2015-attended-by-thousands/

19. ZYHFEk  http://www.india.com/lifestyle/baisakhi-2017-top-10-traditional-baisakhi-dishes-to-feast-on-
this-punjabi-new-year-2020837/

20. BHEE|X|ZL: http://pezcame.com/dGFuZG9vemkgY2hpY2tlbiByZWNpcGU/

21. AIAHEF http://eidmubarakwishess.com/eid-special-recipes-eid-food-ideas.html/coconut-laddoo-
recipe-nariyal-ke-ladoo

22. &H| 24 https://indiathedestiny.com/india-art-culture/festivals/onam-festival/

23. & https://revisfoodography.com/2015/01/ven-pongal/

24. Y= http//www.india.com/texas/makar-sankranti-the-use-and-significance-of-sesame-seeds-in-the-new-
year-festival-247383/

25. E2|: http://food.ndtv.com/food-drinks/onam-2016-your-guide-to-celebrating-this-auspicious-festival-
1211623
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Indian Festivals

Dhiraj Kumar Mishra
ooy

When we want to know about any country, it becomes important to look upon their important and
deep sides. We can see from the cultural aspect or from the historical aspect or yearly manner or by
the other important factors. In the context of India our beautiful world is full filled with so many
concepts. Worlds peoples wants to understand concretely about India but diversity of India and mix
culture makes this dream untrue. Actually, this coexistence of various cultures and religions is the
strongest aspect of India. On the base of this aspect, world peoples mentioned India as ‘incredible’ or
religious country. This incredibility inherited so many layers inside. When we focus our thinking upon

India, picture came along with so many languages, case, race, state, culture and religions.

Our era is scientific era. In these time humans reached upon the mars and developing new things with
deep research but according to the soil of India; human is incomplete without the emotional
development. According to the large population of world’s biggest democracy, emotions are directly
connected with the religions. Religion is a systematic form of emotions. So that when anyone wants
to analyse India deeply; the most important visible aspects emerge as religion. From the aspect of the
religion, different and almost opposite characters religions, co exists in the same time and space in
the India. This is a well-known truth that religions breaths on the faith. Due to faith aspect every

religion has different methods and rituals.

By the diversity of religions and their related faiths in India, so many festivals perform everywhere
in the country. It may be say that every religion has so many festivals. We know that in India Hindu,
Islam, Sikh, Buddha and Jain religion exists as prominent religions. In all these major religions so
many festivals are celebrating by the concerned Indians. Here information’s about the basic faiths and
believe of all above said religions festivals are scripted. On the base of this anyone can understand

the diversified cultural aspect of India.
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Hindu-festivals: In all over the world Hindu religion is known as a very old and organised religion.
Each and every Hindu Festival is decided on the base of Hindu calendar. This calendar days are
calculated upon the movement of Sun and Moon. In all over India there are so many Hindu festival’s
in which Lohri, Makar Sankranti, Mahashiva ratri, Holi, Ram Navami, Guru Purnima, Onam,
Rakshabandhan, Janmashtami, Navratri, Dushara, Karva chauth, Dhanteras, Deepawali, Govardhan

pooja, Bhai dooj, Chhat puja are most important and popular.

Lohri: This is famous festival in the Punjab and Haryana state of India. Now in our time
it is usually celebrated on the 13" January every year. Peoples believe and faith looks this festival as
a mark the end of peak winter and is a traditional welcome of longer days and sun's journey to the
northern hemisphere. In Punjab and Haryana state this festival is traditionally associated with the
harvest of Rabi crops. The traditional time to harvest sugarcane crops is in January, therefore Lohri is
seen by so many peoples as a harvest festival. In its original form Lohri is an ancient mid-winter
Hindu festival. Traditionally Hindus lit bonfires in their farm land after the rabi season cropping work.

This bonfire is usually socialised and all members are danced and sang together.

Makar Sankranti: Makar Sankranti festival celebrated just after the next day of Lohri
means on 14™ January. Actually, this festival is also one of the major harvest festival. It’s important
by Historically and mythical also. This festival is a traditional and oldest event, that happens on an
equinox means the length of day and night remains equally long. It is faith that on this day Sun enters
in to the spheres of Capricorn zodiac, in Hindi Makar Rashi. Term Sankranti signifies the movement
of Sun from one zodiac sign to another. So that in India Makar Sankranti is marked as an end point
of the inauspicious phase of the year which was begins in the mid of the December. All Hindu Believes
that all sacred rituals can be performed from this day onwards. This auspicious day also marks
beginning of the warmer and long days in comparison to nights. This is identified by different name,
in Gujrat its known as Uttarayan, in Tamilnadu its known as Pongal, Uzhavar Thirunal; in Himachal
Pradesh, Haryana, Punjab its known as Maghi, In Assam its known as Bhogali Bihu, now in these

days some people celebrate this festival as kite fly festival.

On this day peoples go to sacred rivers or lakes and bathe with thanksgiving to the sun. The
bathing is believed to result in merit or absolution of past sins. Peoples preparing themselves for this
festival in many ways. They prepare sweets (til-laddu) and lip-smacking dishes for the celebration.
Another faith for this festival is based upon the mythical story of devil Mahishasur and Goddess
Durga. Peoples believes that Mata Mahisasurmardini set her foot first in the kataraaj ashram of Rishi

kardam and Devahuti on this auspicious day. Another thinking of peoples for the importance of this
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day was signified by the Aryans who started celebrating this day as an auspicious day for festivities.
In the epic of Mahabharata, an episode mentions how people in that era, also considered this day as
auspicious. Ganga putra Bhishma Pitamah even after being wounded in the Mahabharata war lingered
on till Uttarayan set in, so that he can attain heavenly abode in auspicious times. So, it is a fixed faith

in the Hindus are death on this day brings Moksha or salvation to the deceased.

Mabhashiva ratri: Maha Shivaratri is celebrated by the Hindus over three or ten days based
on the Hindu luni-solar calendar. In every lunar month, there is a Shivaratri but the main festival is
known as Maha Shivaratri, or great Shivaratri. this is always being on 13th night (waning moon) and
14th day of the hindu month Phalguna (Magha). This is corresponding to the month of February -
March in English Calendar. In this festival devotees took fast all through the day and night of
Shivaratri in honour of Lord Shiva and pay their faiths by visit to Shiva temples. As a part of the
tradition devotees perform ritual bath of Shiva Lingam with milk, water, honey etc. Many peoples in
India believe that Shivaratri festival actually marks the wedding day of Lord Shiva and Goddess
Parvati. However, according to Hindu legends that was an auspicious night of Shivaratri in which
Lord Shiva performed the ‘Tandava’ dance. Another sound faith says that and scripted in Linga Purana
also, that it was on Shivaratri that Lord Shiva manifested himself in the form of a Linga. Hence the

day is considered to be extremely auspicious by Shiva devotees and they celebrate it as Mahashivaratri.

Holi: This is a prominent festival of Hindus. This festival is marked as festival of colours
and Its another name in traditional way is fagwa. This festival was originally a spring festival of
harvesting and fertility. There is a legend in the Hinduism about this festival. In the very ancient age
of India, there were a demon king named Hirnya kashyap and his sister Holika. Hiranya kahsyap was
consider himself as a ruler of universe and above than all the gods. Hiranya kashayap had a son named
Prahalad. Prahalad was opposite of Hiranya kashyap. He was a deep and great devotee of lord Vishnu.
In this situation Hiranya kashyap hated his son and taken him as enemy. One-day Hirany kashyap
asked to Prahalad that “Who is greatest, God or me? Prahalad replied him ‘defiantly God. You are
only a King.” By this reply Hiranya kshyap was furious and decided to kill his son. He tried so many
ways to kill him but all the attempts for murder of Prahalad didn’t work too well.  Prahalad was still
survived even thrown over the cliff, being trampled by the elephants, bitten by the snakes and even
attacked by the soldiers. Lastly Hirany kashyap gave order to his sister Holika to kill him. Holika
collect the attention of the boy and sit in the middle of fire with him on her lap. Holkia had a given
wish or power by the gods that made her immune in fire. So, she feels that in the fire Prahalad would

burn till death while she remained cool but she foregate that gods told her that if she will use this
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power for demon work than the power will be vanished. She taken granted the gods and enter into the
fire. So, after vanishing of power she burnt till ashes and Prahalad stayed true to his god Vishnu and
sat praying in the lap of his demon aunt. Lord Vishnu protected him and lastly, he survived. Shortly
after this incident Lord Vishnu killed demons king Hirnya kashyap and Prahlad rules wise on his
father place. Basically, Hindus taken this story as truth and believes that truth always wins on the
demon things. Another legend is about Radha and Krishna. Krishna loved Radha, but felt self-
conscious about how different their skin-colours were. So, on the advice of his mother, he went and
playfully painted her face so it was the same colour as his. It is said that lovers often celebrate Holi

in this tradition, by colouring their faces the same colour during the celebrations.

Holi also marked as the welcome festival of Spring. By the base of this some peoples called it’s
“Basant utsav” also. Holi is a very energetic festival filled with fun and good humours. Peoples
celebrates this festival by smearing each other with paint and throwing coloured powder and dye
around in the atmosphere. This festival usually celebrates in the month of March. This is a main

festival of North India. Ancient distinction of caste, class, age and gender are suspended during Holi.

Ramnavami: In this Hindu festival Hindu’s celebrates the birthday of God Ram. This
festival fall on the ninth day of the bright half (Shukla Paksha) in the Hindu calendar month of chaitra.
Basically, this is a Vedic festival. The ancient scriptures of India mentioned that Lord descends in his
various incarnations in order to attract the devotees and destroy the evil minded. In every incarnation
of lord, lords performed such activity which is known as lila. Those activity are worshiped and
meditated by the devotees. Such lila’s were performed by the lord Vishnu in his Ramaavtar or Ram
incarnation. Ramnavami is performed in nine days. In nine days devotee meditate about the all life
and activity of Ram. The ancient text of India’s Hindu mentioned that Ram incarnation personifies
justice, ethics and victory over vices. Ram performed his prescribed duties with perfections. Details
about the activity and life of Ram known as Ramayan. Hindus believes that listening submissively of

Ramayan cleans all misgivings from mind and soul.

Guru Purnima: This festival is celebrated to acknowledge the selfless induction of wisdom
and knowledge by teachers. This festival is not important for Hindus only but also for Jains and
Buddhist’s. all of them indulge in festivities as a message of paying respect to their respective ‘Guru’.
This festival celebrated on the day of full moon in the month of Hindu calendar Ashadha means in
the month of July-August. Hindus of India dedicated this festival of loving memory of Maharishi
Veda Was, a sage who known as a responsible personality for editing the sacred text Mahabharat,

Veda’s and 18 Puran. Which is the foundation of Hindu religion. Buddhist celebrate this festival in
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the rejoice for the divinity of their guru Lord Buddha. It is a faith in the Buddhist peoples that on this
day their lord delivered their first sermon. On another ground this festival is also marked as an onset
of monsoon and thus is a prime source for farmers for celebration.

Onam: Onam is the biggest festival in the Indian state of Kerala. Onam Festival falls during
the Malayali month of Chingam (Aug - Sep) and marks the homecoming of legendary King Mahabali.
This festival celebration is compiled in ten days and bring out best of Kerala culture and tradition. In
this festival decorated Pookalam, ambrosial Onasadya, breathtaking Snake Boat Race and exotic
Kaikottikali dance are the important aspect of attraction. Peoples celebrate this festival in the memory
and regard of their ancient king Mahabali. Peoples think celebrates Onam for the visit of King
Mahabali to the state of Kerala every year. In betwwn them King Mahabali is greatly respected by his
subjects. It may be noted that Mahabali was the son of Veerochana and grandson of Prahlad, the
devout son of demon King Hiranyakashyap. Mahabali had a son called Bana, who became a legendary
king in his own right and became popular as Banraj in central Assam. Mahabali belonged to the Asura
(demon) dynasty but was an ardent worshiper of Lord Vishnu. His bravery and strength of character
earned him the title of "Mahabali Chakravathy" or Mahabali - the King of Kings. According to
Vaishnava mythology, it is said that Mahabali came to power by defeating the gods and taking over
the three worlds. Gods were unhappy by his popularity and asked for Lord Vishnu’s help in a battle
against the demon king. Vishnu agreed to help but did not want to participate in a battle as Mahabali
was his ardent devotee. Instead, to help other gods, he took the form of a poor dwarf Brahmin (his
Vamana avatar from the Dasavatara) and visited Mahabali, asking the king to grant him three wishes.
Arguing that one must not ask more than what one needs, the Brahmin requested the property right
over a piece of land that measures “three paces”, to which Mahabali agreed little knowing that he was
dealing with a god. Soon, the dwarf grew in size and with covered everything Mahabali ruled over in
just two steps. For the third step, Mahabali offered his head, which Vishnu agreed to and placed his
foot over the king’s head, thus, casting him into the nether world. But impressed by Mahabali’s
devotion and good deeds, Vishnu allowed him to return to earth once a year — it is this annual visit
that is celebrated with much fanfare as Onam. Every year people make elaborate preparations to
welcome their King whom they affectionately call Onathappan. They wish to please the spirit of their

King by depicting that his people are happy and wish him well.

Another legend for this festival is related to Parashurama, an incarnation of Vishnu who is credited
in Hindu mythology to have founded the Western Ghats of India. According to this legend, Vishnu

got upset with the kings and the warrior caste who were constantly at war and were arrogant over
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others.in this condition Vishnu took the avatar of Parashurama means "Rama with an axe". in the era
of King Kaartavirya. This king persecuted and oppressed the people, the sages and the gods. One day,
the king came to the hermitage of Parashurama and his mother Renuka, where while Parashurama
was away, the king without permission took away the calf of their cow. When Parashurama returned,
he felt the injustice of the king, called him for war and killed the king along with all his oppressive
warriors. At the end, he threw the axe. Axe is wherever fell, the sea retreated, creating the land of
Kerala and other coastal western parts of Indian subcontinent. Another version states that
Parashurama brought Namboodri Brahmins to southwestern parts of India, by creating a mini-
Himalaya like mountain range with his axe. according to these legend, the Onam festival, celebrates

Parashurama’s creation of Kerala by marking those days as the new year

Rakshabandhan: This Hindu festival explains and celebrate the bond of brother and sister.
The date of Rakshabandan varies from year to year since Hindus follow a lunar calendar for religious
celebrations. It is celebrated on the full moon in the month of Shraavana in the lunar calendar. In
Rakshabandhan sisters tie a protective thread around the right wrist of their brothers. Brothers give
gifts and promise protection to their sisters. The word “rakshabandhan” means “tie of protection.”
This festival is also known as about the openness of Hinduism. one of the most popular legends
surrounding Rakshabandhan concerns the connection between a Hindu queen and a Muslim king. the
most widely repeated legend related to Rakshbandhan concerns Rani Karnavati, a 16th-century queen
of the city of Chittorgarh in the western Indian state of Rajasthan, and the Muslim Mughal Emperor
Humayun. The legend tells that the Chittorgarh was threatened by a neighboring sultan and Rani
Karnavati knew that her troops could not prevail. So, she sent a rakhi to the even more powerful
Mughal emperor Humayun. By the bonding of Rakhi Humayun and Karnavati became brother and
sister and he sent troops to protect her. Beside of this famous legendry some more legendry is also
existing in the oral tradition of India. In this festival Everyone gets ready early and gathers for the
worship of the deities. After invoking the blessings of the Gods, the sister performs brother’s arti, puts

tika and chawal on his forehead and ties Rakhi

Janmashtmi: This is the festival of birth celebration of Lord Krishna. The festival always
occurs on the day of Ashtami in Hindu month Shravan. which means the eights day of the waning-
moon, Hindus believe that Lord Krishna was born on this day. The legend behind Lord Krishna's birth,
and his triumph over enemies, makes for one of Hindu folklore's most loved tales, and is recited
amongst the devotees with much fervor on Janmashtami. According to the legendry Kingdom of
Mathura was under deep peril and misery under the rule of King Kansa. The merciless king had a

sister known as Princess Devaki, whom he loved dearly. He married his little sister to Vasudeva with
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much splendor and magnificence, when suddenly the cloud roared with a prophecy that the eight sons
of Devaki and Vasudev would be the cause of his death. The merciless king took over the loving
brother and he immediately threw Devaki and Vasudev into the prison or 'Karagriha'. Kansa went on
to kill all the six children that Devaki had borne in all those years. However, the seventh child who
was informed to be miscarried was mystically transferred to the womb of Princess Rohini in
Vrindavan who grew up to become Balram, the elder brother of Lord Krishna. During the birth of
Lord Krishna, Vasudev was guided by the Gods and carried the baby to Vrindavan to the house of
Nanda and Yasoda. It was a night of frightening thunderstorm and heavy downpour. But Vasudev
kept walking with Krishna atop of his head in a basket, braving the storm and the choppy river. To
protect Krishna, Shesh Nag (the Snake God) also quietly rose from behind to cover his lord from the
rains, as Vasudeva made his way. When he reached Nanda's place, Vasudeva kept his son and returned
with their girl child born on the same day to present her to King Kansa in the hope that he wouldn't
harm her because the prophecy had said that the eight 'sons' would be the one to kill him. But the
merciless Kansa held the child and tried to throw her against a rock when she rose to the air taking
the form of Goddess Durga, warning him about his death. And sure enough, years later, Krishna took
the life of Kansa and Mathura was reinstated as a happy kingdom once again. The actual celebration
of Janmashtami takes place during the midnight as Sri Krishna is believed to be borned on a dark,
stormy and windy night.In the different part of India this festival is known by different names. In
Maharashtra this is known as Dahi handi, In Gujrat this is known as Makahan Handi. In north east
Indian state Manipur and Asam its known as Ras lila. In Odisha and West Bengal its known as Sri

Krishna Jayanti.

Navaratri: Navratri--or the nine sacred days--mark the most auspicious days of the lunar
calendar according to Hinduism. The festival is celebrated in the first nine days of bright half of the
Hindu calendar month Ashvin Those nine days is dedicated to Maa Durga (Godess Durga) and her
nine incarnations. Each day will for the one incarnation. All the nine days of Navratri festival are
dedicated to each distinct avatar of the goddess. In India people’s various faiths behind the celebration
of the nine-day festival. In all stories have one thing in common — the victory of good over evil. The
main and prominent story is about the battle in between Maa Durga and demon Mahisasur. It is
believed that goddess Durga battled with the buffalo demon Mahishasura to restore peace and Dharma.
She was successful and her success is commemorated every year through the Durga Pooja or Navratri.
In the different parts of the India Navratri incorporated different small worships and pooja. In Eastern
side and West Bengal this is celebrated by the prominent name of Durga-Puja. In Noth India this is

celebrated by the name of shakti puja or Durga pooja. In Gujrat this is celebrated with the Garba dance.
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In Goa its celebrated with the special Arti and Maha Arti. In the Kerla its celebrated with the name of
Vijyadashmi. In Maharashtra its celebrated along with the worship of Goddess “Matangi”. In

Telangana it is celebrated with the worship of goddess “Sarsawati”.

Dussehra: This festival is celebrated as a last day of Navratri. The day culminates a 9-day
fasting period of Navratri in the Hindu culture. The day also coincides with immersion of the idol of
Goddess Durga. On a large scale the day is celebrated to commemorate the killing of Ravana by Lord
Rama. it is believed that the celebration of Dussehra started in the 17th century, when the king of
Mysore ordered the celebration of the day on a grand scale. Ever since, the day is celebrated with
great fervor and energy. There are a lot of mythological legends and faiths associated with the day.
According to Ramayana, Ravana was killed by Lord Rama on this day as revenge against the cruel
act of kidnapping Goddess Sita. Another Mythological believe is that on this day Goddess Durga
killed demon Mahishasura after a long spell of cruelty and oppression by Mahishasura. Another story
associated with the origins of this day is the raining of gold coins. After Kautsa asked King Raghu for
140 million coins to give an offering to his Guru in return for his knowledge, Raghuraja went to Indra
for help who then asked Lord Kuber to rain coins on the city of Ayodhya. After giving 140 million
coins to his Guru, Kautsa distributed the rest to the people of Ayodhya.

Karva Chauth: This festival falls on the fourth day of the Kartik month in the lunar-solar
calendar.on this day married women and those reaching the marriageable age pray for the safety and
long life of their husbands, fiancés or desired husbands. In so many state in India like Madhya
Pradesh, Rajasthan, Punjab, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh and various parts of Uttar Pradesh observe
the festival devotedly. Women observe rigorous fasting on this day, without even drinking a glass of
water after sunrise. It is only when the moon rises that they eat something to break their fast. During
this time, men are generally expected to feed the first bite of food to their wives. In among the Hindus
there are some legendry about the Karva Chauth. Some peoples believe upon a story of Mahabharat.
According to the Mahabharat Karva Chauth can be traced back to the time when Savitri begged the
god of death, Lord Yama, for her husband’s soul. Another episode in the epic states that when Arjuna
went to the Nilgiris to pray and meditate for a few days, leaving the rest of the Pandavas and Draupadi
behind, his wife got worried and she sought Lord Krishna’s help. He advised her to fast for Arjuna’s
well-being and reminded her how goddess Parvati did the same for Shiva’s safety. Draupadi adhered
to the fast, observing all its rituals carefully and soon Arjuna returned home. Some peoples believe
upon other legendries. Most famous story of Veeravaati is also associated with the festival Karwa
chauth. In that story Veervati was the only sister among her seven brothers and hence she was the

most loved one in the family. After her marriage, her first Karva Chauth was celebrated at her parents'
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home. Although she observed a strict fast from sunrise, the young woman desperately waited for the
moon to come out. Unable to see her thirsty and hunger stricken, her brothers created a mirror in a
peepal tree that made it look like the moon had risen. Veervati mistook this as moonrise and broke the
fast. However, the moment she took the first morsel in her mouth, she received a message from her
servants that her husband was dead. Heartbroken, Veervati cried all night until a goddess appeared in
front of her and asked her to observe the Karwa Chauth fast again with dedication and devotion to see
her hushand alive. Veervati followed the advice and observed the fast again. Seeing her devotion
Yama, the God of death, was forced to bring her husband back to life. ~ After full day fasting without
water women break their fasting after moon rise, which they look at through a sieve while offering
their prayers. According to the religious text, the moon on this day is said to be representative of Lord

Shiva or Lord Ganesha.

Dhanteras: This festival is also known as dhantrayodashi, dhanvantarti trayodashi. This is
celebrated on the thirteenth lunar day of Krishna Paksha (dark fortnight) in the Vikram Samvat Hindu
calendar month of Ashwin. Dhanteras marks the beginning of Diwali, which is celebrated to honour
the homecoming of Lord Rama to Ayodhya after 14 years of exile. Hindus worship wealth Lord
Kubera and Godess Lakshmi on this day. It is believed that Goddess Lakshmi came out of the ocean
during the churning of the milky sea with a pot of gold and wealth on this day. To pay respect to them
and holding the wealth’s, devotees pray to Goddess Lakshmi and Lord Kubera on the auspicious day
of Trayodashi. People clean their houses and decorate it before the dhanteras puja. They also make
imprints of little feet of Goddess Lakshmi by rice flour at the entrance of the house and near the
temples. People also deck up the entrance with flowers, colours, rangolis and light up diyas all around
the place. devotees place seven grains in front of goddess Lakshmi’s idol or picture. There is also a
custom of buying silver utensils and gold ornaments in order to bring luck and prosperity in the house.
Peoples also worshiped God Dhanvantari also on the occasion of Dhanteras, Dhanvantari is the god
of Ayurveda who imparted the wisdom of Ayurveda for the betterment of mankind and to help rid it

of the suffering of disease.

Diwali: Diwali or Deepavali, is Sanskrit word. This word meaning is “rows of lighted
lamps”.  This is a Hindu-originated festival celebrated in India and outside of India by Indians Hindu.
During festival clay lamps known as diyas are lit to signify the victory of good over evil. It's observed
on the 15th day of Kartik, the holiest month in the Hindu lunar calendar. Thus, Diwali falls in either
October or November each year. In Diwali peoples worships the goddess of wealth and prosperity

Lakshmi. Some believe it falls on her birthday and the day she married to Lord Vishnu. The most
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famous believe for the celebration of the Diwali is related to Rama. King Rama's return to Ayodhya
after he defeated Ravana. Peoples welcome him by lighting rows of clay lamps. In southern India,
people celebrate it as the day when Lord Krishna defeated the demon Narakasura. In western India,
this festival marks the day when Lord Vishnu sent the demon King Bali to rule the nether world.
Another major legendry in Hindus for Diwali is based on a story night of Yama and Nachiketa on
Kartik Amavasya. That story is for right vs wrong, true wealth versus transient wealth, knowledge

versus ignorance.

However, despite all the differences, a common symbolism remains — it's an important
occasion that marks the victory of light over darkness, knowledge over ignorance, and good ov
er evil. With this in mind, people ensure homes are spick and span, bright lights are everywher
e and a feast is prepared to take part in the start of new beginnings. families would prepare a

variety of delectable sweet and savoury treats in different colors and flavors.

Govardhan Pooja:  Govardhan Pooja is celebrated immediately after Diwali in
commemoration of Lord Krishna’s victory over Lord Indira. Govardhan was a small hillock that was
located near Mathura at a place called Braj. According to the Vishnu Puraan, that the town of Gokul
used to worship Lord Indira because of their belief that he was the one who provided them with rains.
The rains were important because their life and livelihood depended on it. However, Lord Krishna
told the people that it wasn’t Indra but Govardhan Parvat that brought the rains and therefore the latter
should be worshipped and prayed to. When the people followed this ordinance, Lord Indira’s wrath
on the people resulted in heavy rains. Lord Krishna then saved the people of Gokul by first praying
to Govardhan Parvat and then lifting it on his little finger under which the people took shelter from
the rains. This day is celebrated under different names in different parts of the country, according to
the significance of the festival that is prevalent in that area. In Maharashtra this festival is known as
Gudi Padwa. Some part of U.P and M.P its known as Annakut, In Gujrat this is known as Gujrati New

year. On this day devotees prepare large and lavish meals that are offered to Lord Krishna.

Bhai dooj: Bhai Dooj is a most prominent and legendary festival of India when sisters make
a pray to God for their dearest brothers to get a long living and prosperous life. Sisters perform puja
and tika ceremony as well as gets return gifts from brothers. It is also called in India at various places
as Bhau Beej (in the Goa, Maharashtra and Karnataka), Bhai Tika (in Nepal), Bhathru Dwithiya,
Bhau-deej, Bhai Phota (in Bengal), and Ningol Chakuba (in Manipur). As per the Hindu calendar, it
is celebrated on the second day of fortnight or shukla paksha (new moon) in the month of

Kartika. There are a number of legends associated with Bhai Dooj and some of them are pretty
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interesting. According to one of them, Lord Yama, also known as Yamraj (the god of death) visited
his sister Yami one day. She welcomed him with an aarti, garland and put tilak on his forehead. She
also offered him sweets and special treats. Overwhelmed by her gesture, Yamraj announced that
brothers who receive the similar ritual (aarti, tika and sweets!) from their sisters on this day will be
granted with long and healthy life. Therefore, this festival is also known as Yamadvitiya. According
to another legend, Lord Krishna killed demon kind Narkasur on this day. After this, he visited his
sister Subhadra who welcomed him with aarti, tilak, garland and sweets.

Chhath pooja: Chhath means sixth, this festival falls on the sixth day of the month of
Kartika. This is the one of the most ancient Hindu Vedic festivals, is celebrated with much aplomb
and gusto in states such as Bihar, Jharkhand and eastern Uttar Pradesh. The festival that is observed
over a period of four days is dedicated to lord Surya, the Hindu Sun god and his wife Usha. Over the
days, pujas are performed to acknowledge their blessings and support in sustaining life on earth. All
through the four days, different rituals are observed. Fasting, holy bathing, fasting, abstaining from
drinking water, offering prasad and prayers to the rising and setting sun form integral part of the four-
day festivity.
Peoples look on the two epics Mahabharat and Ramayan as the background of this festival. It is beli
eved that Draupadi along with the Pandavas, upon advice from the noble sage Dhaumya, performed
Chhath Puja. As she worshipped the Sun God, Draupadi saw all her problems disappear and the Pan
davas were able to win back their lost kingdom. Another belief is that as Sita was returning to Aodh
ya with Lord Ram, she observed a fast and prayed to the Sun God in the month of Kartik. So that Ch

hath Puja has become a significant festival for Hindus ever since.
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